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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

1301 CONSTITUTION AVENUE NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20004 

 
 
 

DATE: February 18, 2019 PREPARED BY:  SA  

CASE #: COMP-2019-33           
CROSS REFERENCE  
 

TITLE:  Racial Concern – Offensive Item                 
 

COMPLAINT CLOSING REPORT 
 

Subject(s) Location Other Data 
NA   Washington, DC 

 
 

 
POTENTIAL VIOLATION: EPA Order 4711, Procedure for Addressing Allegations of  

  Workplace Harassment 
 
ALLEGATION: On December 21, 2018, the Washington Field Office (WFO), Office of 
Investigation (OI), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
received information concerning a potential racial incident that occurred on the 4th floor of the 
EPA headquarters’ East Building, Washington, D.C. The potential racial incident involved a 
Christmas ornament in the form of an ape. The ornament was considered racially offensive by 
the complainant.   
 
FINDINGS: Investigative activity revealed that the ornament has been part of Office of 
Pollution Prevention & Toxics’ (OPPT) yearly holiday tradition for over 6 years and was not 
used to offend anyone.  
 
DISPOSITION:  This complaint is hereby closed.   
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CASE:  
COMP-2019-33 

INTERVIEWEE (if applicable):  
  

DATE OF ACTIVITY:  
January 29, 2019 

DRAFTED DATE: 
January 30, 2019 

AGENT(S): 
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 had no other pertinent information to share. 
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